
Passive Methodist Resistance  

to Education Act Tax in 1903 

 

The local Methodist minister the 
Reverend Thomas Bowes and Arthur 

Fairweather, were both passive 
resistors to the terms of the Education 
Act of 1902 whereby taxes paid 
benefitted Church of England and 
Catholic Church Schools to a much 
greater extend. Opposition for the Act 
came especially from Methodists, 
Baptists and other non-conformists 
outraged at preferential support for 
Anglican and Catholic schools. In the 
September of 1903 they both appeared 
before the Woodbridge Magistrates 
Court for non-payment of the tax and 
upon their continued defiance, the Court 
ordered that their pocket watches be 
seized, to be sold at auction in 
settlement of outstanding monies. The 
watches duly went to the auction at the 
Lecture Hall, Woodbridge, with Mr G H 
Shipman as auctioneer.  

The story is that they both attended the 
auction and successfully bid for the 
other’s watch, which they then 
exchanged.   

The Fairweather engraved watch is still 
telling the time but whether the Bowes 
watch has survived till today is unknown. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Background Info Only 

Thomas Bowes was born 1859 in Westward, Cumberland. Ada Myfanwy Watkin 
born 1853 Rhuddlan, Flintshire they were married in Teesdale in 1892. They had 
one child Sidney Watkin Bowes born Aysgarth Yorkshire 1894. 

Ada Died 1922 and is buried in Felixstowe but unable to trace death of Thomas 
Bowes. Sidney married Elsie Whapman but were childless. In 1939 they lived in 
Tonbridge Kent 

The Bowes lived in Woodbridge 1901 but by 1911 census they had moved to 
Tonbridge 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Arthur Fairweather Obituary East Anglian Times 

26th February 1937 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Funeral attendees of Arthur Fairweather printed in the 

Woodbridge Reporter 


